
Holy Habitats –

a conversation on 

enhancing wildlife in 

your churchyard



We’d like to start a conversation to 
better understand the key challenges 

you may face, so we can offer the 
right support to best help you to 

enhance the biodiversity in your little 
patch of Eden.



Plan for the morning

• Introduction to the day
• Round Robin
• Successes
• Challenges
• Break out groups
• Refreshments
• Round up – going forward



Norfolk 

Churchyard 

Conservation 

Scheme



Why are churchyards important

for wildlife?

• Remnants of original 
ancient meadow (98% 
lost)

• Over 650 churches in 
Norfolk! Form wildlife 
stepping stones 
between larger haven 
areas, crucially allowing 
spread throughout the 
landscape.

Rosary Cemetery, Norwich



Norfolk churchyards are now the 

single most important refuge for 6 

wildflowers typical of old 

meadows, and all have around 50%

of their populations in churchyards 

over large areas of the county 



Wood Norton churchyard, photo by Emily Nobbs

NWT Churchyard 

Conservation Scheme



NWT Churchyard information pack

Outdoor plaque
Pull up 

banners



Workshops



Volunteer training, photo by Emily Nobbs



Surveying, photo by Emily Nobbs

Survey in 
Spring and 
summer

Leave best 
area uncut

Provide 
a report



Site 

sketch

Ox-eye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare

Cowslip Primula veris

Lady’s bedstraw Galium verum

Primrose Primula vulgaris

Germander speedwell Veronica 

chamaedrys

Hoary plantain Plantago media

Bulbous buttercup Ranunculus bulbosus

Lesser celandine Ranunculus ficaria

St John’s wort Hypericum perforatum

Example - Species list



Wroxham churchyard, Conservation Areas, 

photo by Emily Nobbs



Wildlife 

waiting to be 

discovered…

For more 

information…

Churchyard Conservation Scheme:

churchyards@norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk

mailto:churchyards@norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk

